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Kodaikanal

Kodaikanal (Tamil: [kodarkka:nal]) is a hill station which is located in Dindigul
district in the state of Tamil Nadu, India. Its name in the Tamil language means "The
Gift of the Forest" Kodaikanal is referred to as the "Princess of Hill stations" and has
a long history as a retreat and tourist destination.

Kodaikanal was established in 1845 as a refuge from the high temperatures
and tropical diseases of the plains. Much of the local economy is based on
the hospitality industry serving tourism. As of 2011, the city had a population of
36,501.

The word Kodaikanal is an amalgamation of two words: kodai and kanal. The Tamil
language has at least four possible interpretations of the name Kodaikanal. By
pronouncing the first syllable of Kodaikanal with a long Tamil 'O', as in koe-

dei (CHT6ML ), it means "summer", whilst the final two syllables kanal (&IT650T6L)

means "to see", rendering Kodaikanal as a "place to see in summer". Kodaikanal is a
summer forest, and it is a place that the first missionaries used as a refuge to escape
the overbearing and mosquito-ridden heat of the plains — a place that they would
have counted on seeing in the summer.

Kanal, in Tamil, can mean dense or closed forest. In this case, Kodai can have at
least four meanings. By pronouncing Kodai with the long Tamil 'o' and short 'e', Ko-
dai means "the end". Kodaikanal could mean "the end of the forest" which makes
poetic and geographical sense — Kodaikanal is at the crown of the Palani Hills and is
effectively surrounded and protected by thick forests.

By pronouncing Kodai with the short Tamil '0' (as in Kodi), it means "creepers" or
vines. Kodaikanal could mean "forest of creepers" or the forest of vines. "The forest
of creepers" is thought to be the English language meaning given in 1885 during the
early western habitation of the place and is still accepted.

By pronouncing Kodai with a short Tamil '0', and a long 'e', it might be interpreted to
mean "gift", rendering "Kodaikanal" as "qift of the forest". Keeping the short Tamil 'o'
but adding a long 'a', Kodai could be understood as the Tamil word for umbrella,
where Kodaikanal is a forest fashioned like a protecting umbrella.

The romantic traditions of Murugan in Sangam literature are thus associated with the
name Kodaikanal.

The earliest residents of Kodaikanal were the Palaiyar tribal people. The earliest
specific references to Kodaikanal and the Palani Hills are found in Tamil Sangam
literature of the early Common era. Modern Kodaikanal was established by
American Christian _missionaries and British_bureaucrats in 1845, as a refuge from
the high temperatures and tropical diseases of the plains. In the 20th century a few
elite Indians came to realise the value of this enchanting hill station and started
relocating here.




Tourism has been impacted by industrial pollution issues including the closure of a
mercury factory.

Places of interest

Kodaikanal has several scenic natural attractions which attract visitors and make it a
destination for newlyweds. Young people also come for bike trips and leisure.lt is
also known for home-made chocolates and eucalyptus oil.

These are described in order of distance from the bus-stand.

Kodaikanal Lake is an artificial, roughly star-shaped 45-hectare (110-acre) lake built
in 1863. It is Kodaikanal's most popular geographic landmark and tourist
attraction. Rowboats and pedal Boats can be hired at the Kodaikanal Boat Club.
Horses and bicycles can be hired beside the lake for short periods. The 5 kilometres
(3.1 mi) path that skirts the periphery of this lake is a favourite walk for locals and
tourists alike.

Bryant Park: Just east of the lake and 500 metres (1,600 ft) from the bus stand is a
well maintained 8.3-hectare (20.5-acre) botanical garden. The park was planned and
built in 1908 by a forest officer from Madurai, H.D. Bryant, and named after him. With
325 species of trees, shrubs, and cacti, the park is a rainbow of flowers during the
peak season. A large section is dedicated to nearly 740 varieties of roses.

There is an 1857 eucalyptus tree and a Bodhi tree which adds a religious
significance to the park. Ornamental plants are cultivated in a nursery for sale. The
park organizes horticultural exhibits and flower shows every summer, to coincide
with the peak season. The entrance fee to the park is nominal, and it is open all year.

Coaker's Walk, 500 metres (1,600 ft) from the bus-stand, constructed by Lt. Coaker
in 1872, is a 1-kilometre (3,300 ft) paved pedestrian path running along the edge of
steep slopes on the southern side of Kodai. The walk, winding around Mount Nebo,
starts in front of the Van Allen hospital, running parallel to the Van Allen Hospital
Road, and joins the main road beside St.Peter's Church, providing a panoramic view
of the plains. On a clear day one can view as far as Dolphin's Nose in the south, the
valley of the Pambar Riverin the southeast, Periyakulam town and even the city
of Madurai. A fascinating rare phenomenon called the Brocken spectre can be
witnessed, when a person can see his shadow on the clouds with a rainbow halo.
This occurs when the sun is behind the viewer and clouds and mist are to the front.
There is an observatory with a telescope halfway along the walk. The entrance fee to
the walkway is nominal and it is open all year.

Poombarai Village (Kudhanthai Velappar Temple) is 15 kilometres (9.3 mi) from
the bus-stand. In Poombarai village there is a temple of Lord Muruga/Skandha. The
village is fully covered by reserve forest. The final approach to this quiet area is a
gently climbing foot-path.

Green Valley View (formerly called Suicide Point), 5.5 kilometres (3.4 mi) from the
bus-stand and near the golf course, has a panoramic view of the plains and a sheer




drop of 1,500 metres (4,900 ft) overlooking the Vaigai Dam to the south. The
stairway leading up to it is highly commercialized and lined with rows of shops to
tempt tourists.

Pine forests: In 1906, with a view to growing valuable timber, H.D. Bryant started
the Kodaikanal pine plantations in the south-west of Kodaikanal.

Shembaganur Museum of Natural History, 6 kilometres (3.7 mi) from the bus-
stand, founded in 1895, is open to the public (except Tuesdays) for viewing their
outstanding taxidermy collection of more than 500 species of animals, birds and
insects and a living collection of over 300 exotic orchid species. The museum is
affiliated with Loyola Collegein Chennai and exhibits artifacts of the
ancient Palaiyar tribespeople whose descendants still live in these hills.

Kodaikanal Solar Observatory, 6 kilometres (3.7 mi) from the bus-stand on
Observatory Road, at 2,343 metres (7,687 ft) is the highest location near Kodai. The
first observations were commenced here in 1901. Former Director John
Evershed discovered the phenomenon of radial motion in sunspots, now known as
the Evershed effect. The Kodaikanal Terrestrial Telescope can view a grand
panorama including Sothupparai Dam, Vaigai Dam, Periyakulam and Varaha river.
This Indian Institute of Astrophysics facility has a
comprehensive astronomical science museum with organized public tours, access to
the astronomy library, and scheduled night-time telescopic sky viewing. It is open
daily to the public during peak season, and a few hours each Friday the rest of the
year.

Pillar Rocks, 8 kilometres (5.0 mi) from the bus-stand, is a set of three giant rock
pillars which stand 122 metres (400 ft) high. Managed by the Tamil Nadu Forest
Department, The viewpoint can be crowded but is not commercialized. There is an
excellent public garden adjacent to the viewpoint.

Guna caves, made popular by the Tamil movie Gunaa, previously called Devil's
Kitchen, are deep bat-infested chambers between the three gigantic boulders that
are the Pillar Rocks. The deep narrow ravines of the caves are now closed to public
due to the deaths of twelve youths there.These dangerous caves are highly
protected now, and tourists can see sections of the cave system from afar In the late
1970s the inside of the caves was well photographed.

Silver Cascade, 8 kilometres (5.0 mi) from Kodaikanal at a wide bend in the long
and winding Laws Ghat Road, at altitude 1,800 metres (5,900 ft), is a 55-metre
(180 ft) waterfall formed from the outflow of Kodaikanal Lake. This waterfall is a
common stop for first-time visitors.There are a few souvenir and fruit vendors and
many monkeys here. There is also a smaller waterfall below the bridge which
crosses the stream here.

Dolphin's Nose, 8 kilometres (5.0 mi) from the bus stand, is a flat rock projecting
over a chasm 2,000 metres (6,600 ft) deep. It is an undisturbed area 1 kilometre
(0.62 mi) down a steep rocky trail beginning soon after Pambar Bridge. Views of




steep rocky escarpments rising from the plains can be seen. The old village of
Vellagavi can be reached through a rugged bridle path here. A short paved walkway
leads from the road here to Pambar Falls (which is also locally addressed as 'Liril
Falls' after the Liril Soap advertisement filmed in 1985).

Kurinji Andavar Murugan temple, 4 kilometres (2.5 mi) from the bus-stand, is
known for its Kurinji flower which blossoms in the area only once every 12 years.
The deity here is called Sri Kurinji Easwaran, who is Lord Murugan/Skandhan. This
temple was built in 1936 by a European woman, who on coming to Ceylon,
converted to Hinduism. She changed her name to Leelavathi and married
Ponnambalam Ramanathan. She is also known as Lady Ramanathan. This temple
was handed over to Arulmighu Dhandayuthapani Swamy Thiru Kovil, Palani by Devi
Prasad Bhaskaran (also known as Padmini, niece and adopted daughter of S
Natesan Pillai, son-in-law of Lady Ramanathan) and her husband R. Bhaskaran.

Berijam Lake is surrounded by nature at a distance of around 20 km (12 mi) from
Kodaikanal. Boating is prohibited as the lake is a source of water for villages. Forest
department permission is required and a limited number of vehicles (up to 80) are
allowed to enter the forest area where the lake is situated. Entry is restricted into the
Berijam Lake area to between 9.30 a.m. and 3 p.m. Bison, deer, panthers, and
snakes are often spotted in this area. The fire tower, Silent Valley, Medicine Forest,
and Lake View are other attractions around the lake.

To enter into the Berijam Lake permission must be obtained from the Forest
Department. Usually, they give permission around 8 a.m. every day except
Tuesdays. They give permission to about 80 to 100 vehicles per day and collect an
entry fee of around Rs. 150 depending upon the vehicle.

Psilocybin mushrooms which produce hallucinogenic effects when consumed, and
other poisonous mushrooms grow around Berijam. Medicine Forest has a certain
species of trees whose fragrance is believed to have hallucinogenic effects.

Plums, pears, chile peppers, carrots, cauliflower, cabbage, garlic, and onions are
cultivated by terrace farmers in surrounding villages. Most are trucked to other parts
of India and some are sold in the local market.
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Pillar Rock view with and without mist Pillar Rocks
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Silver Cascade Falls Silver Cascade Waterfall is formed from the outflow of Kodaikanal Lake.

Dolphin's Nose
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