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HqgY Hed - Jf&IuT Yerd

MADURAI DIVISION - SOUTHERN RAILWAY
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Madurai Division was formed on the 16th May 1956 and is the largest division of
Southern Railway with 1354.74 Route kilometers. Of this 1339.74 km is broad gauge and 15 km
is under gauge conversion between Theni and Bodinayakkanur. The division covers 13 districts
of Tamilnadu, viz., Madurai, Virudhunagar, Tirunelveli, Tuticorin, Dindigul, Theni ,
Sivagangai, Ramanathapuram, Pudukottai, Tiruppur, Coimbatore and Tiruchchirappalli and
one district of Kerala viz. Kollam.
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The Division serves major Industries such as, Salt, Chemicals, Shipping, Fishing, Power
Generation at Tuticorin, Cement at Tirunelveli/Talayuthu & Tulakapatti, Tractors at Vadipatti,
Pulses at Virudhunagar, Machine Tools at Dindgul, Fireworks and Printing at Sivakasi, Fishing

at Rameswaram, Spices at Theni and Textiles and Jasmine at Madurai.



The area served by Madurai Division represents the traditional centers of Tamil

language, art and culture.lt has large number of pilgrimage centers and other places tourist

interest like Madurai, Tiruchendur, Palani, Tiruparankundram, Rameswaram, Srivilliputhur,
Kodaikkanal, Courtallam, Tirunelveli, etc.
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The total originating earnings of the division upto April 2022 for the year 2022-23 is
Rs.77.55 crores against the last year actuals of Rs.35.96 crores. Passenger earnings is
Rs.49.97 crores against last year actuals of Rs. 16.07 crores The goods earnings is Rs.19.87
crores against the last year actuals of Rs. 16.17 crores.

3ot 2022 b Heol b Aol e 0 201 THS 3R hIIl, SHaxd, e, @re
PR AT T AT € |

The goods loading of the division is 0.201 MT upto April 2022 and Coal, Fertilizer,
Cement, Food grains, Container etc. are the major commaodities.
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The division has 94 block stations, 19 flag stations and 22 halt stations. The
i1s running 44 pairs of daily express trains and 24 pairs of daily passenger trains.




HGN ¥R BT 3fI8 History of Madurai city
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Madurai is one of the oldest cities of India, with a history dating all the way back to
the Sangam period of the pre Christian era. The glory of Madurai returned in a
diminished form in the earlier part of previous millennium; it later on came under the rule
of the Vijayanagar kingdom. During the 16" and 18" centuries, Madurai was ruled by the
Nayak Emperors, the foremost of whom was Tirumalai Nayakar. The Sangam period
poet Nakkeerar is associated with some of the Tiruvilayaadal__episodes of
Sundareswarar - that are enacted as a part of temple festival traditions even today.
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The Sangam age or the Golden age of Tamil literature — produced masterpieces
way back in the Pre christian era and in early 1* millennium. Madurai was the seat of the
Tamil Sangam or Academy of learning. The entire city of Madurai, is built around the
Meenakshi Sundareswarar Temple — the temple par excellence. concentric rectangular
streets surround the temple, symbolizing the structure of the cosmos.
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As early as the 3" century BC, Megasthanes visited Madurai. Later many people
from Rome and Greece visited Madurai and established trade with the Pandya kings.
Madurai flourished till 10" century AD when it was captured by Cholas the arch rivals of
the Pandyas.



http://www.madurai.com/thiru.htm
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The Cholas ruled Madurai from 920 AD till the beginning of the 13" century. In
1223 AD Pandyas regained their kingdom and once again become prosperous.
Pandian Kings patronised Tamil language in a great way. In 1323, the Pandya kingdom
including Madurai became a province of the Delhi Empire, under the Tughlaks.
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The 1371, the Vijayanagar dynasty of Hampi captured Madurai and it became part
of the Vijayanagar empire. After the death of Krishna Deva Raya in 1530 AD, the Nayaks
became independent and ruled the territories under their control. Among Nayaks,
Thirumalai Nayak (1623-1659) was very popular, even now he is popular among
people, since, it was he who contributed to the creation of manymagnificent structures in
and around Madurai. The Raja Gopuram of the Meenakshi Amman Temple, The Pudu
Mandapam and The Thirumalai Nayakar's Palace are living monuments to his artistic
fervor. Madurai started slipping into the hands of the British's East India Company. In
1781, British appointed their representatives to look after Madurai. George Procter was
the first collector of Madurai.
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The history of Madurai will not be complete without mentioning the name of Rani
Mangammal, the woman of great skill and sagacity. History does not provide many
instances of ruling queens in Tamil Nadu. Though it was considered that women were
not suited to succeed the throne of a kingdom, Rani Mangammmal, however shines in
almost solitary eminence as an able and powerful ruler in Tamil Nadu.
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Madurai is famous for its temples. The Aappudaiyaar Koyil Tevara Sthalam and
the Koodalazhagar Divya Desam are the most important temples, one could rarely
miss to go. In the vicinity of Madurai is Tirupparamkunram, one of the 6 (Arupadai) padai
veedu shrines of Murugan (Lord Karthikeya) (glorified in Madurai Sangam Nakeerar's
Tirumurugaatruppadai). Also in the vicinity of Madurai is Alagar Koyil, one of the
prominent Divya Desam shrines of the Sri Vaishnavite faith.
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The Second largest city of Tamilnadu. Most important center for trade and industry,
south of Chennai. Textile and small machinery are the important activities. Jasmine
flower is very famous from Madurai and thus industries related to this flower is available
in large number.

ISTUTTIH RAJAPALAYAM
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Textile mills, ginning factories, power loom processing factory, surgical cotton
mills and some match industries are the major industries at Rajapalayam.
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Tuticorin is a port city and an industrial city. The V O Chidambaranar Port is
strategically close to the east west international sea routes and well connected by BG
rail routes.
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Tuticorin Thermal Power Station is situated near the new port of Tuticorin on the
sea shore TTPS has a total installed capacity of 1050 M.W comprising 5 units of 210
M.W each. The units are all coal based.
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Neyveli Lignite Corporation and TNEB/TANGEDCO has set up a 1000 MW coal
based power projectin Tuticorin.
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Southern Petrochemical Industries Corporation (SPIC) Limited is one of the
leading fertilizer manufacturing companies in the country located at Thoothukudi.
Approximately 70% of its products is moved by rail.
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The New line proposed from Milavittan to Madurai via Aruppukkottai will serve one of the
largest power plantin the region, namely Coastal Energen.

Rraaei SIVAKASI
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Famous for Fire Crackers, Printing and Match Box industries honoured as MINI
JAPAN by Nehruji . More than 80% of the fire crackers and calendars need of the nation
is supplied from here. The fire crackers also exported to many countries. It is one of the
highest excise duty, sales tax paying industrial town in India.
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Cement plants belonging to Madras Cements and India Cements are located here.
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TAFE tractor production unit is situated here. Tractors made here is distributed
throughout the nation.
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Madurai - Sri Meenakshi Sundareswarar temple
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One of India's biggest temples is dedicated to Goddess Meenakshi, the consort of
Lord Siva is an excellent example of Dravidian Architecture. Madurai City has
developed around the temple at the centre. The Chithra festival celebrated for a
fortnight during the Month of April-May is attended by more than a millions of people
from across the state. The Ganesh idol is said to be found while excavating for the tank
Theppakulam and is made out of a single stone. The Golden Lotus tank inside the
temple is treat to the eyes. The Mega Gopuras located at the four entrances and also
other Gopuras are the main features of the temple, and this temple came upto the last
round for the recent poll to select the new wonders of world. Thousands of tourist from
all over the world visits the temple every month. It also attracts devotees from all over
India and tourists from all over the world.
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Lord Subramanya temple, one of the six abodes of Lord Subramanya. Itis acave
temple, 7 kms from Madurai. Legend says that Lord Karthikeya married Devayanai
here. The Soorasamharam and Thaipoosam are the important festivals celebrated
here, attended by lakhs of people from the nearby towns and villages.

SfAfGAYIY SRIVILLIPUTTUR

38 WA [T Wl BT HeR 2 | §HHT YR
Fd MR A A UP & | 39 HlaR &1 Y g AT H 4 U 2 3R 594 gayAl I foraf &1
IOV & | AT I gIRT AT & T4 H Wiq i [y 1Y feTel, T8l &l Jer <adi ¢ |
! YR RIS P XIoTered b waH g |

Sri Renganatha Swami temple. The 60 metre high gopuram, is one of the tallest
in South India and the Ratha (Car) of this temple is one of the biggest and has beautiful
carvings from the scriptures. Andal, the devotee of Lord Vishnu who was accepted as a
garland by Lord Vishnu and is one of the main deity here. The Main Gopuram of this
temple is the symbol of Government of Tamilnadu

1
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Itis one of the most sacred and historical towns of India. It is well known for its Sri
Ramanatha Swamy temple and the corridor in the temple is the longest in India. The
temple is considered as the holy place to be visited by every Hindus in pair with the
temples at Kasi, the Banaras city. The sea at this place called “Agni Theertham”
believed to be so sacred that the person take a dip will become pure in heart. The idol of
Lord Siva is believed to be created by Sita, wife of Lord Ramar while returning from Sri
Lanka after winning over the King Ravana.
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The Ram Sethu, a bridge like structure is considered to be constructed by the
Lord Ram and his sena. The Bathing Ghat, Kothanda Ramar Temple and other nearby
islands-abundant with coral reefs and others marine wonders are worth to visit.
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Danuskodi, a town at the Eastern tip of the South India was devasted by a
cyclone during December 1964 and remains as historical witness for the cyclone.
Pamban bridge is unique Railway bridge of its kind in entire world.
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Sri Sankaranarayana Swami temple was built by Ukira Pandiyan, 900 years ago.
It is one of the important temples in the Southern Region. This temple is dedicated to
both lord Siva and Vishnu.
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One of the six abodes of Lord Karthikeya. The shrine stands on top of the Palani
Hills consisting of 660 steps. There are rope ways and winch train to take pilgrims to the
top. The main deity is called Dandayudhapaani. Pilgrims from various parts of the
country visit this temple. Large number of devetees visits the temple by foot from their
residents of hundreds of Kms aways every year as part of their prayer. The temple is
visited by millions of people every year and considered to be the third temple visited by
largest people next to Sabarimala and Tirupathiin the nation.
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On the coast, south of Tuticorin, this impressive shore temple is one of the six
abodes of Lord Karthikeya and is very popular withpilgrims. The location of the temple is
ideal and draws a perennial stream of devotees. The temple overlooking the sea is an
inspiring sight. Soora samharam is the main festival of this temple, which is attended by
Lakhs of people.
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The Vishvanathar temple here, one of the ancient temples built during the Pandyas
period is considered to be “Banaras of south India” and has a large area in this part of
country. The temple has Deities of Lord Siva, Lord Karthikeya and many other important
Deities. The Gopuram of this temple which was not finished by the king, was
constructed recently and is one of the tallest Gopurams in Tamilnadu. The famous and
ancient llangi Kumarar, Thirumalai Kumarar temples are also located near by.

14
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Two out of four important temples of Lord Ayyappa are located at Aryankavu and
Kulathupuzha near Tenmala stations in SCT-QLN section and the Ganesh temple at
Kottarakarais also a famious temple in this section.
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Ervadi is a village in Ramanathapuram district. The village is the location of the
shrine of Qutbus Sultan Syed Ibrahim Shaheed Badusha, the then ruler of Madinah Al
Munawwara. The graves of Emperor Sulthan Syed Ibrahim Shaheed Badusha along
with his kith and kin is found in the main dargah campus. The holy graves of other
important Shuhadaas and in laws of Badusha Sulthan Syed Ibrahim Shaheed are also
found on the premises. A very big mosque which can accommodate 10,000 pilgrims for
every prayer-service is also found on the Main dargha campus. The single mammoth
minaret which is around 250 feet (76 m) adds to the impressive appearance of Erwadi.
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Nazareth is predominantly a Christian town, situated near Tuticorin, created by
missionaries from United Kingdom primarily through the work of Canon Arthur
Margoschis. There is a 200+ year old church (St. John's Cathedral). It has a tall tower
with a flat top. This part of Southern Tamil Nadu has many Gothic-styled churches.
The town is also famous for producing lot of sports personalities.

TR @ ¥ S TS THIRUPARANKUNDRAM JAIN CAVES
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This place is situated about 11 kms.from Madurai. The other part of the hillock
contains Thiruprankundram Jain caves dating back to | century BC. This cave had
been used as abode by Digamber Jaina monks since 1 century BC. The earliest
practice of Jainism has been proved to have occurred here with the help of Tamil
Brahmi inscription found at the walls of temple.
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AYAKPALACE
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This Palace was built in 1636 by King Thirumalai Nayak with the help of an
Italian Architect. During the British rule, in 1822, Lord Nepier made several renovation
works. Then the palace was utilized to house some officials of the judiciary and district
administration. After independence, this palace was declared as a national monument
and is now under the care of the Tamilnadu Archaeological Department. It can be
visited from 9a.m to 5 p.m. The history of this palace is depicted through Light and
Sound Shows in English, Hindi and Tamil daily after S5pm.

hlSFhTTol KODAIKKANAL
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Kodaikanal is one of the famous hill resorts of India and large number of tourist
from all over the world are visiting this hill every year. Itis Hill princess of the South India.
Kodai is located 2130 m. above the sea level in the Western ghats, 120 kms.from
Madurai. The unique feature of this resort is that the weather is pleasant throughout the
year. Coakers walk, Bryant park, Silver cascade (water fall), Green valley view, Pillar
Rocks, Pine forest and the lake itself are famous among sightseeing spots.
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Courtallam is a well-known tourist spot having a beautiful water falls. Some of its
waterfalls (there are as many as seven) arriving from the Chittar river are said to have
medicinal properties. The experiencing of bathing under each falls is said to be different
foreach one. The Boat house in the lake is a newly added attraction

A9 MEGAMALAI
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Meghamalai, popularly called High Wavy Mountains, is a cool and misty
mountain range situated in the Western Ghats in Theni district, Tamilnadu, South India. Itis
a place of natural beauty dotted with cardamom plantations and tea estates. The place is
situated at an elevation of 1,500 m above sea level and it is rich in flora and fauna. The
area is less habitated and thus the nature is protected with pure water and air. Few
dams and falls adding beauty to its beauty
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Literally called 'Chetti land' in Tamil, is a collection of 76 villages/towns. Karaikudi
became popular because the area is famous for the type of houses built with limestone
called 'karai veedu' and also may be due to a plant called "Karai" which is widely
spread over this area. Most of the people from this land migrated to Burma during the
second world war and the palace like large houses remains here as historical
memories.

oo =9 THIRUMAYAM
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Thirumayam is a place of historical importance located about 20 km south of the
town of Pudukkottai. Thirumayam fort, set in 40 acres (160,000 m2), is of great
historical importance. It was built by Sethupathi Vijaya Ragunatha Thevar, ruler of
Ramanathapuramin AD 1687.
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This is located 56 km from Theni . It is a 2 stage Cascading water fall. The Suruli
River supplying the falls originates from the Meghamalai mountain range. The falls
drop from a height of 150 feet (46 m) gathers into a pool, flows for a short distance and
again plummets an additional 40 feet (12 m).
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Dhanushkodi is a town/village at the southern tip of the Rameswaram island.
Danushkodi is about 18 miles (29 km) West of Talaimannar in Sri Lanka. The
Dhanushkodi Railway line running from Pamban Station was destroyed in the 1964
cyclone and a passenger train drowned in the sea.

RTRIHT § ARIYAMAN BEACH
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On the side of Palk Bay in Ramanathapuram district, is the Ariyaman Beach. Itis a
much sought by tourist because the waters here are calm and the waves gentle. The
beach is clean and fringed by casuarina trees that offer shade to those who like to picnic
here. The watchtower and children's park are ever popular. Adding to the attraction are
the waterside attractions with water scooters and wind surfing, and for the less
adventurous the aquarium and museum.
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Agasthiyar falls is located at Papanasam, which is at a distance of 4 kms from
Papanasam Shiva Temple. One can reach these Agasthiyar Falls and the Temple by
trekking a distance of 3 kms. It is located near Ambasamudrum in TIRUNELVELI-
TENKASI section. Regular buses are available to visit these temples from Tirunelveli
and Tenkasi. From here, we can visit the servalaar dam, Bana theertham falls which are

scenic spotand picturesque locations liked by nature lovers.
MANCHOLAI
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This quiet Hill resort in the Western Ghats is about 6000 feet high. Manjolai is a
nearby town and is an ideal summer resort. Itis 50 kms from Ambasamudram. One can
reach Lower Kodaiyar by winch. This hill resort offers a panoramic view especially
locations at Oothu and Kuthiraivetti etc.
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@isst Gals Keezhadi Excavation
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In 2013-14, the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) carried out explorations in 293 sites
along the Vaigai river valley in Theni, Dindigul, Madurai, Sivaganga and Ramanathapuram
districts. Keezhadi in Sivaganga district was chosen for excavation and artefacts unearthed by
the ASI in the second phase of the excavation at Pallichanthai Thidal of Keezhadi pointed to an
ancient civilisation that thrived on the banks of the Vaigai.
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Carbon dating of charcoal found at the Keezhadi site in February 2017 established that
the settlement there belonged to 200 BC. The excavations thus proved that urban civilisation
had existed in Tamil Nadu since the Sangam age.

TS ARISY Bl Gadedl IS & DYIg Ueh BRI JATIRT b 37R<Ied Dbl ATfed
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Abeautifully crafted earthen pot with leaf decoration was unearthed adding to a repository
of evidence pointing to the existence of an urban habitation closer to the erstwhile capital of
Pandya kingdom.
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Two similar pots of different shapes have started to emerge in two other pits of the
excavation site. The huge red pot, which is among a variety of earthenware discovered in the
area, was found embedded alongside a water storage facility.
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The kind of antiquities found at the site, 'Pallichandai Thidal,' reaffirm the belief that
nestled among three ancient places Konthagai, Keezhadi and Manalur was an urban
settlement that had trade links with North India and the western world during the Sangam Age.
References to Manalur are found in Tiruvilayadalpuranam. During a later period, Konthagai
and Keezhadi were merged as Kuntidevi Chaturvedimangalam and gifted to Brahmins.
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The excavations conducted so far on just one out of 100 acres of identified land at the spot
had led to discovery of 4,125 artefacts pointing to the existence of an ancient Tamil civilisation
that could have thrived on the banks of Vaigai.
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The State government has also evinced interest in setting up a site museum at Keezhadi
to display the 5,300 antiquities that have been unearthed so far and has even offered to allot
72 cents of land for the same.
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Various special products available in the various stations of Madurai Division

*®® | T¥F F AW Station FE H AN T
S.No. | Name Familiary Product Name Description
1 favg#et Dindigul faaag et e
Chinnalapatti Sarees Handlooms
2 Faes Tuticorin 7F& Macroon T Food ltems
3 #iaemz Kovilpatti TTEAT @@ Food Items
Groundnut Chikkis
4 foraaren Sivakasi A, FATH A T T
Paper Products (Dieries & | Stationary
Calendar)
5 AT 79 721 Milk Peda @@ Food Items
Srivilliputtur (tfaferraR T
Srivilliputtur Palkova)
6 929 Palani ama  Panchamirtham @™ Food Items
7 ¥z Sencottai %7 734 Care products #erFwe Handicrafts
8 Tva™ Rameswaram | #9% 9idf 375 Sea Shells | #72%™®= Handicrafts
Products
9 AAWgiManamadurai | 93 % 921 37 Mud #reRee  Handicrafis
Pottery Products
10 TR Punalur il 9 Pepper W 37 Agricultural
Products
11 FEFR] Kottarakara | %19 37715 Cashew HM 3% Agricultural
Products Products
12 FIEFHAA TS TR 3R Panneer Grapes | %W 37%  Agricultural
Kodaikanal Road Products
13 AT TANE F /90 #vZF® Handicrafts
Ambasamudram Pathamadai Korai Mat
14 |==%= Karaikkudi AmTel e Athangudi | #7s@i%e  Handmades
Tiles (Pookal)
15 T9eaH Rajapalayam | #292 #92 Readymade | 71 Textiles
Garments
16 w5¢ Madurai &g Jigarthanda @@ Food items
17 75t Madurai THEAT F HA HM 3AE  Agricultural
Jasmine Flower Products
18 75¢ Madurai g 9= #oerriwe Handicrafts
Brass Vessels
19 feemet  Tirunelveli | 77§ #1 &= Wheat Halwa | @ Food items
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Tirumalai Naiyakar Mahal, Madurai
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Ladan Temple, Madurai

13 |9 YT, e
13 Span Bridge, Tenmalai
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