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प्रेस ववज्ञप्ति /PRESS RELEASE 

 
CHENNAI DIVISION OF SOUTHERN RAILWAY GEARS UP TO COMBAT 

HEAVY MONSOON RAINS 
 

Various precautionary measures have been set in motion by Chennai Division 
of Southern Railway as part of its preparedness for facing the seasonal 
monsoon rains and cyclonic weather conditions. Chennai Division has carried 

out special safety audits, inspections and maintenance works ahead of the 
season. A close liaison is being maintained by Divisional Officers with IMD and 
State Government for initiating action based on real-time weather updates. All 

vulnerable locations have been inspected by the Officers concerned and 
precautionary measures have been put in place. Divisional Railway Manager of 

Chennai Division has also reviewed the monsoon preparedness in all the four 
suburban sections. 

The following measures are taken by Chennai Division to ensure the 
safety of Train operations:- 

1. Monsoon Patrolling of vulnerable locations has been enhanced. All 

frontline staff and patrolling gangs have been alerted and sensitised to 
take all necessary precautions in anticipation of the heavy to very heavy 

rains. 
 

2. Stationary watchmen are also deputed at vulnerable bridges/locations. 

 

3. Track welding joints have been monitored continuously; excess water 
from the track area and in the yards is pumped out to avoid 

waterlogging. 
 

4. Regular cleaning of all types of water drains and side drains is ensured 
to facilitate free flow and quick draining of rain water. All these drains 

have been provided with proper slopes and clear outlets so that 
waterlogging does not affect the operation of trains. 
 

5. To prevent uprooting of trees near tracks, weak trees and protruding 

branches  close to the suburban lines have been identified and cleared  
 



6. Division Officials are inspecting all the sections either by foot plating in 
locomotives or on motor trolleys, especially prior to and during the heavy 

rains to ensure safe running of trains 
 

7. Detailed instructions have been issued to all the departments to start 

rescue operations immediately if needed. 
 

8. The platform shelters and cover sheds are being inspected for loose 
sheets and condition of any material susceptible to damage is being 

checked for strength and functionality. 
 

9. Accident relief trains such as SPARTs have been equipped with adequate 
medicines & sufficient rescue and re-railing equipment including power 

packs have also been kept in readiness. 
 

10.  All the authorities have also been instructed to maintain constant 

communication with respective field officials to ensure necessary 
immediate action.  Instructions on Disaster Management plans have 
been conveyed to staff at all levels.  

 
11. The RPF has also been instructed to keep the disaster management team 

of RPF ready with essential equipment to reach the spot & start 

performing relief work with other departments, in case of emergency. 
 

12. Frequent announcements about the train updates will be made at 

stations for the information of the public. Detailed press releases 
regarding regulation/cancellation/short-termination/diversion of trains 
etc will be issued from time to time and also posted in social media 

platforms. Also precautions will be taken by railway authorities at 
stations to check overcrowding. 

 

13. All track maintainers & frontline staff have been counseled to maintain 
social distancing, wear face masks and take precautions to prevent the 
spread of Covid. 

 

14.  The weather bulletins issued from the India Meteorological Department 
are being monitored and weather warnings are disseminated in a timely 
manner to Stations to alert Station Masters, Trackmen, and Engineering 

Electrical & Signal/Telecom maintenance staff. 
 

15. DRM and Chennai Division officials visited Railway colonies and took 

stock of the facilities and water drainage arrangements on 08.11.2021. 
Food was also arranged for the residents of Railway colonies during the 
recent spell of heavy rains. 

 

Chennai Division appeals to rail users and general public to co-operate with 
Railways while every effort is taken by our team of officials to ensure safe 
operation of trains during such inclement weather conditions. 
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